April 5, 190 LB 95, 851

SPEAKER BARRETT: They are withdrawn.

CLERK: M. President, Senator Hartnett would nove toreturn the
bill.

SPEAKER HARRI ET: The Chair recogni zes Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yes, Nr. President, Nr. Speaker and menbers
of the body, LB 851 was a bill that was introduced as anended to
LB 95, which was adoEt_ed last year. That bill, LB 95 provided
for the City of incoln to assune regulatory authorityor a
natural gas pipeline that was proposed f or construction by
N nnegasco. By adopting that bill, N nnegasco was able to avoid
f eder al regulatory controls and resultingcost. LB 95
specifically provided for strict controls on the access tg the
pipelines to avoid regulatory conplication. Ni nnegasco has
constructed the pipeline and Lincoln has assuned the |(oqylator
control of it but the intervening | andowners over whose Sf]anc} tl¥e
pi peline had been | ocated haverequested farmtaps or service
taps be created to provide themw th natural gas services, which
had been previously been financially unfeasible.
and Senat%r V‘éhrbellln in whose di st r){ct t he pi pel isr?ga%ogswa{)neeén
| ocated introduced |B 851 to nmake these service taps possible.
Later, concern had been expressed about the scope of LB 851
the extent of which N nnegasco proposes to use that |egislation
to extend natural gas service. | B851wason consent calendar
and an amendment was filed out of a concern about the potenti al
reach of the legislation and the need to restrict it jn an
appropriate  manner. Al interested parties have net in the
i nterveni ng days on several occasions to discuss their concern.
Al'l representative of invested owned natural gas utilities agree
that there was a nmerit in the proposal and that they all favored
expansion of sevice to new customers when that expansion
proceeded in the environnent of fair competition, equal
Iopportu?it'[i e;s tfor I_a! I tcorrpani es to'\EJarti cipate in the progess.
n an attenpt to elimnate concerns, nnegasco ;
me to state for the record that their intent as rgagrdatuc}hLoB“gSeld
and the pipeline at |east is a relatively restricted one.
First, it is their intent to restrict their pew service along
the pipeline only to the custoners and facilities not previously
served with natural gas. For the nost part, this would jnvol ve
service only to single | owvolune custoners or customers |ocated

in very close proxinity to the pipeline. There is no village or
city which is believed to be feasibly served directly by the
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